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Cap. 112] ‘ "MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

This marriage was solemnized between_us —— in the pre-
sence of :

Name in full, rank cr profession, and residence of.

J’ Signature of witness:
L

witness :

‘[ Signature of witness : ———
Name in full, rank or profession, and residence of
] witness : - ) :

Singned before me, ,
Registrar or Minister.

*I certity that the above is a true copy of the statement No. —,
furnished to me under section 34 of the Marriage Registration
Ordinance, of a marriage solemnized by or in the presence of
» minister, ) :

§11,3¢0f146]  Date of entry in District Registrar's Register :

.

Registrar.

*To be filled up oaly when entering a marriage solemnized by or in
the presence of & minister.

[Seation 62.) SECOND SCHEDULE
{88, 41 of 1875) -
Payable to whom For what duty Payable by | Amount
whom Rs. ¢.
Regiatrar Enterning anotice of marri- Applicant 0 50
- age at his office
do. Entering a notice of marri- do. 2 80
U age at any other place
do. Teauing o>rtificate of notice do, 0 50
T of marriage ’ .
do. For every marriage solemni- | Partios to 150
ized in his office Marriage
do. Forevery ma.rriaie solemn- do. 5 00
ized outside his office

under seotion 38(1) .
Distriot Registrar |For eVvery marriage solemn.- do. 75 00
ized outside his office
under seotion 38(2)

Additional Distriot do do, 50 00
Rogistrar

istrar do do. 20 00

_District Regiatrar Registration of marriage do. 150

solemnized in a registered
place of public worship

42

FOREWO_R]_J

THIS reprint of the Marriage Registration_ Ordinance
incorporates all amendments made up to 31st December,
1987. It is, however, not a Statutory reprint. It is issued
to keep the public informed of changes and for their
convenience, . ' ’

I must express my gratitude to the Legal. Draftsman,
Mr. N. J. Abeysekera, for having made available the ser-
vices of Mr. 1 A. W. Perera, Publications Assistant, fcr
incorporating the amendments and reading the proofs.

5. WEERASINGHE, -
Registrar-General.

CM—008833~-1,000 (2008/03)



MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

Solemnized by me (or in miy preseace) this " day of

19—.

‘Minister.

This imarriage was solemnized between us (signatures of parties)
in the presence of :

1. Name in full, residence, and rank or profession of witness:

.

Signature of Witness —————.

2. Name in full, residence, and rank or profession of witness :

Signature of WHLNESS e,

Signed before me, — .

Minister.

Form M

REGISTER OF A MARRIAGE IN THE DIVISION OF 'I'EE—_DISTIIIC'P

Male Party | Female Party

. Names in full of parties

Age
. Civil condition
Rank or profeassion and raco .
Residence .
Father's full name
Rank or profession of fat,'her
Name and division of registrar who
isaued ocortificate
. Place of solemnization of marriage .. I

© ERSERWN-

Solemnized by me (or in my presence) this day of

\ 19—

—

Registrar or Minister.

L}

[Sections 34
(6) and 35

(§71, 84 0f 1046.}



Cnp. 12%]

-MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

{8eotion 81.)

[Beotion 34
@)1

Colombo, and E.F., of Coiombo, the parties named in the nnrtice
enteved in the Marriage Notice Book of the division of Colombo
on the , on the ground (here state ground).-

Signed at , this _ day of —, 18—, in the

presence of :
(1) ‘Witness : ————
(2) Witness : —————.

(3) Registrar : —————. AB.

Form K

REPORT BY THE REGISTRAR TO THE JUDGE OF THE FAMILY COURT WHEN]
-~ ISBUE OF CERTIFICATE IS FOREIDDEN

To —————, the Judge of the Family Court of ——ow—,

A.B., of Calombo , having entered a caveat (or delivered g
notice), of which copy is annexed, forbidding the issue of the
certificate for the marriage intended to be had between C.D., of
Colombo, and E.F., of Kalutara, the parties named in the annexed
copy of notice duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book on the

, I, G.H., Registrar of Marriages for the division of
Colombo do hereby apply to you for gdjudication and decision
theéreor, as provided by section 31 of the Marriage Registration

Ordinance.
Dated at , this - day ‘of

, 19—,

G. H,
Regmlrar

annex & oorﬂﬂed oopy of the notice of the intended marriage
an(d%?:ltg notioce or caveat forbidding issue of certificate.)

Form L

REGISTER OF MARRIAGE BOLEMNIZED BY OR I'N'THE
PRESENCE OF A MINISTER

¢
i

Raoe
and Rank or
Profeasion
Resid
Father's Name
in fgll
Rank or
Prof- ssion of
Father
Name and
Division
of Registrar
upon whose
. Certificate the
Marriage was
solemnized
Place of solem-
nization of
Marriago

Names in
full of Parties
Age
Civil Condition

MARRIAGES (GENERAL) .

[Cap. 112

CHAPTER: 12
MARRIAGES (GENER.AL)

AN ORDINANCE TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE Law RELATING
T0 MARRIAGES OTHER THAN THE MARRIAGES OF MusLimvs
-~ AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE BETTER REGISTRATION THEREOF.

[1st January, 1908)

1. This Ordmance may be cited as the Marnage Regls-
tration Ordmance

2. (1) There .may be appomted a Reglstrar General
of Marnages for Sn Lanka.

(2) The Regxstrar-General shall, sub]ect to the directions
of the Minjster, have the general control and superintendence
of tbe registration of marriages under the provisions of this
Ordinance, and of all persons appointed for or engaged in
the carrying out of the prov:slons of this Ordinance.

(3) Thsre may be-appointed a fit and proper person to
be or to acl as a Deputy Registrar-General of Marriages.

(4) The Deputy Reglstrar-General may, subject to the
authority and control of the Registrar-General for the time
being, exercise; perform or discharge . any power, duty or
function conferred or imposed upon- such Registrar-General

by or under this Ordinance or by under any other written

law.

3 There may from time to time be appointed a fit
and proper person or each of two or more such persons
to be or to act as an Assistant Registrar-General of
Marriages. Any person so appointed may exercise, perform
or discharge any power, duty or function expressly conferred
or imposed upon the Assistant Registrar-General, and may
subject to the directions of th'e Minister and under the
authority and control of the Registrar-General, exercise,
perform or discharge any power, duty or function conferred
or imposed upon the Reglstrar-General bv or under this
Ordinance.

2-

Ordinances

NOS, lo o( 1007,
of 1017,
- s or 1923,
18 of 1929,
27 of 1981,
15 of 1940,
49 of 1044,
20 of 1045,
34 of 1948,
47 of 1947, .
Am

No. 22 of 1955,

NOS. 41 of 1975,
23 of 1978.
Short title.

Appointment
of Registrar-
General and
his duties.

Appointment
of D puty
Registrar-
General and
his dutice.

[§§ 2, and 3,
23 of 1978.]

Appointmeni
of Assistant

- Registrara-

General and
their duties.

[§8; 34 of 1046.)
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Distriot
_ Registrars.
{58, 22 of 1988.}

_1§8, 2201 1965.)

188, 22 of 1855.)

" 18, 22 of 1958

158,220 1955,)

[$ 4, 34 of 1046.}

Establishment

of registra-
tion divisions.

811,84 0f 1946.)

... MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

4. (1) For each district there shall-be a District Registrar

of Marriages, - .= -

(2) The Government- A'ge;nt of a district shall be the
District Registrar fc_lr that district,

(3) Every Additional ' Government Agent, Assistant
Government Agent, Additional Assistant Government Agent
and Office Assistant to a Government Agent, of a district
shall be an Additional District Registrar for that district.

(4? Every Assistant Registrar-General shall be an
Additional District Registrar for the district of Colombo.

(5) There may be appointed any person as a District
Registrar or as an Additional District Registrar in addition
to, or in place of, any offider who is a Distriet Registrar or
an Additional District Registrar by virtue of the preceding
provisions- of this section. T

(6) Every District Registrar shall have and may
exercise within his district the powers and duties vested
by or under this Ordinance in a registrar 'of a division, and
shall superintend and control, subject to the direction of
the Registrar-General, the registration of marriages within
the district, and the registrars hereinafter mentioned, and
all other persons appointed for or engaged in carrying out

" the provisions of this Ordinance.

5. () The Minister may, by Notificatich in the Gazette,
divide the several districts of Sri Lanka into such and so
many divisions for the pui'pose of the registration of
marriages as shall appear expedient, and may at any time

by a like Notification amend, alter or abolish any such
division. : ) :

(2) Every division which has been lawfully established
at the commencement of this Ordinance shall be deemed and
taken FC" be a division under the provisions of this Ordinance
until such time as a new division shall be constituted in lieu
thereof under the provisions of this Ordinance. - '

2
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And the said ——— desires to obtain a licence for the im-
mediate issue of a certificate, and has made: before the District
Registrar of the —~~——— District (or an Additional District Regis- (§$11, 84 of 1040.)
trar for the ————— Djstrict) the declaration required for that
Purpose by subsection (3) of section 27 of the said Ordinance :

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Ordi-
nance, I do hereby authorize the Registrar of the division of
—-— to issue a certificate of the notice given to him at any
time hereafter, and within three calendar months of the said
day of ———— 10—,

Given under my hand this ——— day of ————, 18—,

District Registrar,

or Additicnal District Registrar. [§11, 84 of 1048,
Form I
NOTICE FORBIDDING ISSUE OF CERTIFICATE ' {Section 20.)

Tao the Registrar of Marriages of

Take notice that I, A. B., of Colombo, being father (or mother,
or lawfully appointed guardian) of C.D., of Colombo, do hereby,
under section 20 of the Marriage Registration Ordinance, forbid
the issue of a certificate for the solemnization of the marriage In-
tended to be had between him (or her) and E. F., of Colombo, as
the said C.D. is under twenty-one years of age, and has not ob-
tained my consent to the said marriage as required by section 22
of the aforesaid Ordinance.

Dated at , this day of ————, 18—,
Witnesses:
—_— (Signature) -
Form J

CAVEAT FORBIDDING ISSUE OF CERTIFICATE
y - {Bestion 0.}
To the Registrar of Marriages of the division of Colombo. .

1, AB, of Colombo, do hereby enter a caveat against the grant
of certificate for the marriage intended to be had between C.D., of
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MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

811,34 o 1048.)

[Beotion 27
(1)1

[§11, 84 ol 1046.]

8 11, 84 of 1046.]

[§31, 34 of 1046.]
1§11, 84 of 1048.]

Beotion 27
2).]

Except in the case of a marriage to be solemnized in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland this certificatet
will be void unless the marriage is solemnized on or before the
dny of ——u 1'—.

*Whe.e the issue of the certificate is authorized by licence, substitute
for the words within brackets the following words: ‘‘and is authorized
by licence of the District Registrar.”

1Where the parties have giver nbtice to two different registrars, the
three months after which the notice becomes void should be reckored
from the day on which the aarlier notice was entered.

Form G
_LICENCE FOR ISSUE OF REGISTRAR'S CERTIFICATE

Whereas on the ———— day of , 19—, notice was given
to the *Registrar of Marriages of the division of ——————jwithin
the———District of which 1 am the District Registrar/for which
[ am an Additional District Registrar, of a marriage intended to
be had between——— and therein mentioned, and the said —
desires to obtain 'a licence for the immediate issue of a certificate
of such notice, and has made before the District Registrar of the

District (or an Additional District Registrar for the

District)  the declaration required for that purpose by
subsection (3) of section 27 of the Marriage Registration Ordi-
nance : .

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the provisions of the said Ordi-
nance, I do hereby authorize the said registrar to issue the said
certificate at any time hereafter, and - within three calendar:
months of the said -«———— day 0f —————e—, 10—, :

day of ————, 10—,

Given uider my hand this

District Registrar,
or Additional District’Registrar.

*Where the notice has been given to the District Registrar or to an
Additional Distriot Registrar, substitute 'to the District Registrar of
the District”™ or ‘‘to an Additional District Registrar for the
District”, as the case may be. °

18trike out the words which are inapplicabia.

Form H
LICENCE FOR ISSUE OF RECISTRAR’S CERTIFICATE

Whereas in pursuance of section 23 of the Marriage Registra-
tion Ordinance on the ———— day of ., 18—, notice was
given to ————, Registrar of Marriages of the division of ——,
of a marriage intended to be had between and
therein mentioned, and a like notice on the - day of .
19—, was given to————, Registrar of Marriages of the division
of H .

MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

[Cap. 113

(3) Every reference to any revenue district:in any Notifi-
cation made under subsection (1) of this section before
the commencement of the Administrative Districts Act
shall, after the commencemient of that Act, be construed
as a reference to the administrative district consisting of
the area which constituted that revenue district.

6. The Registrar-General may appoint one or more

‘persons to each such division, who shall be called Registrars

of Marriages, and any such registrar at pleasure he may
remove and appoint some other person ‘in his place, or in
the place of any registrar who shall have died or resigned
office, or been granted leave of absence from his duties :

Provided that in case of the death, sudden lllness, or
szcapacity of the registrar of a division, or in.case of other
e;;iergency, it shall be lawful for the Registrar-General or
District Registrar, by writing under his hand, to appoint a
person to act as registrar for such division so however that

no such appointment shall be made by a District Registrar -

for any period exceeding thirty days at any one time. Such
acting appointment shall. be forthwith entered under the

hand of the officer making the appointment in a book to be ,

kept for the purpose.

7. {1) The Minister may from time to time make rules
for the direction of the Registrar-General, the District
Registrars, registrars, ministers, and all persons whomsoever
in the discharge of their duties under this Ordinance, for
all matters required by this Ordinance to be prescribed,
and generally for the effective carrying out of the provisions
of this Ordinance. '

(2) No rule made under this section shall have effect
unti] it is approved by Parliament and notification of such
approval is published in the Gazette.

é. (1) Every registrar shall dwell and have his office in'

such canvenient place in his division as shall be appointed
by the District Registrar, and shall, if so directed by the
District Registrar, ixave within hi¢ division a station cr
stations as may be approved by the District Registrar, and

.8

[§8,22 0f 1988.)

Appointment
of registrare.
[§11, 34 of 1940.)

1§11, 34 of 1046.)

[§11, 34 of 1940.]

811,84

Power to
make rules,

" 1§ 5,34 of 3040,)

Residenoe,
office, and
station of
registrar,
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MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

(§ 2, 20 of 1945.] .

_ Attendence
of registrar
at his office.

Registration of
place of
worship for
solemnization
of marriage.

evei'y such station shall, for. the purposes of the provisions

of this Ordinance, with respect ‘to the attendance of persons
and the tegistration of 'marriages at the office of the
registrar, be deemed to be His office : : .

‘Provided that the District Registrar may, in‘the special

aircumstances of any case and with the prior approval of
‘the Registrar-General, authorize a registrar to dwell or to
have his oﬁ‘ice or to have a station at a place outside his
. dl\nsmn

2). The District Registrar shall forthwith no‘ﬁfy to the
Registrar-General the places appointed by ‘the District
Registrar as the residence, office, and station or stations for
every registrar of his district.

9. The registrar shall attend at his-office and at each such

station on such days and during such hours as shall
respectively be appointed by the District Registrar, and shall
cause his name, with the addition of the words “ Registrar
of ‘Marriages” with thé name of the division for which -he
is registrar, and the days-and hours: of his attendance as
appointed by the District Registrar, o be placed in legible
characters in the Sinhala, Tamil and English languages in
a conspicuous place on or near the entrance ‘of hlS ofﬁce and
station.

10. (1).The rmmster propriétor, or trustee of a bulldmg
used as a plad? of public Christian worship may apply to the

Registrar-General that such building may be regtstered fer

solemnizing marriages therein.

(2) The application shall be in the form A in thé First
Schedule, and shall contain a declaration signed by at least
twenty householders, and countersigned by the said minister

proprietor, or trustee, - that they frequent or intend to'

frequent such place of worship.

(3) The Registrar-General may register such place of
worship for the solemnization of marriages in a book to be
kept by him for that purpose, and he shall thereupon give
2 certificate of such r2gistry, and of the date thereof under
his hand, which certlﬁcate shall be in the form B in the

First Schedule, and the Registrar-General shall give public

notice of such registry by notification in the Gazette.

_ MARRIAGES (GENERAL) ofGap M2
L] i E R
MARRIAGE NOTICE BOOK OF THE DIVISION OF {Beotion 25]

] [§11, 84 of 1948.)
r—e—e—s IN THE DIBTRICT OF ———

o
E
]

i % 3] 4 616 7| &8 s njfiaz

g

) ' Q

¥ a § § Q.E iégié K
212 |Si8sg| |2|36|8p%2%.]8 s
'é,-?-; selqlwg] |12 355"‘-3% S | 8|gé
ws|ef{8las| | £ ".§ REEERE [y g|fz
15558 |5 | g8 |55 |15 |232800 |5 | 5|58
ékg g §la |dA|3F|niREEE 3 @
[Seotion 26.]
Form F

REGISTRAR’S CERTIFICATE

I, ————, Registrar of Marriages of the division of , do
hereby certify that on the day of ., 19 , notice
was duly entered in the Marriage N‘otwe Book of the said divi-

.sion of the marriage intended between the parties herein named

and described, delivered under the hand of ————, one of the
parties, that is to say—

Names in Civil Race and { Age [Dwel-( Father’s |Rankor
full of the | Condi- |[. Rank or in | ling | Name and | Profes-

Partiea tion | Profes- [Years|Place| Surname | sion of
.sion : Father

I further certify that the issue of this certificate has not been
forbidden by any person authorized to forbid the issiie thereof
[and that the full period of twelve days has elapsed since the

entry of the notice given to me and of the notice given to the
‘Reg:strar of — —_—T

" Witness my hand this day of ———, 16—,




g

day of E

Marviage

or subscribe any false declaration

ecluration, or who

this

(Signature) —

ue, pursuant to the provisions of the
n

and sig;

y make

ons of the said Ordinance, shall suffar the penalties of giving

———

—/%% at the Registrar’s Office at
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my hand at

anasinoarely believing the same to he tr

g any marriage under the provisi

wvery peraolt who shall knowingly or wilfuil

proourin

g that o
pose of
the Pengl Code.

going declaration, lolamnl\y
ur

11

And T makethe fore
inanoce, well knowin

Raéiatration Ord
In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed

=—-————; 18—, in the presence of the following witnesses aud attesting officer.

vidence under Chapter X1 of

$or
o

shallsign any falss notice faf the f)

false o

. "?E 22 é 3 '! (4) No I_Juilding' shall be registered which is not used )
Eh 223 .§°| g ) for public Christian worship, ST
25857 & : ' ' e
P -3 E ok g (5) Any building already registered at the time when
2 & :.ngg %3 :5‘3' this Ordinance comes into operation shall be deemed to
ﬂ,‘é' . 5 % g4 g : ég have been registered under thé provisions of this Ordinance,
2 aigfr 3 | U o |
- = - = : 0 A oLy s N .
% 5‘ s § _§ 5 g g 2 g Eg 11. Where the population in any district is so scattered Registration.
= ) " e s . : -
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'g ; EE g 8% % 2 § '3 23 holcers, it shall be lawful for the Registrar-General to issue populated
gg “ 3?5 ég % g f' > EE _ his certificate upon a declaration signed by as mariy house-’
335! } g 4 :; é 2 ég gg g holders as live within convenient distance from the build-
13 .E'E §’§§ ‘ 33’ EE § ing, and countersigned by the minister, proprietor, or trus-
wandd u - 3 BhH =2 . s e :
E 25 ig:g &E‘: ég z tee, and upon such other eyidence as the Registrar--General
. 8wl - . e ) x afi e 5 :
E -8 e-g% % 5 §.§§ _gg i 2 may require to satisfy him that the building is used  for
Ef g wgg. g 2 2 |- ggg § public Christain worship. )
, 'éégié'ﬁ 258 535 F; _ . . : _
|~ % .... g.‘ﬁ g .12 (1) If any building registered for the ‘solemnzation Cmeaﬂnrioi-
¥ g8 2 of marriages shall at any subsequent Feriod cease to be used  °r substitu.
a HE E for the public Christian worship of the congregation on '::;i‘sgfation
& ggg : whgse behalf it was registered, the minister, proprietor, or °f building. . -
— EE{& E tm‘s\t@ for the time being of 'such building shall with all
.§ $s convenient speed ‘notify the fact to the Registrar-General
- g 533,,- " in form C in the First-Schedule, and the Registrar-Genecral -
4 Eﬁ ES g shall catise the registry thereof to be cancelled.
° Soef ¥ L ’ ) V
] g ] s . .- . )
3 V | & §§§' H (2) If it shall be proved to his satisfaction that the same
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< %.i_g 3 of publie- Christian worship, he may register such new
;S §§ %.- E place of worship instead of the disused building,
8572 5. . ) s :
E 2 _§§_ ;% (3) Such cancellation or substitution when made shall be
~ g S8 . - - o .
" g g g E..g.a. entered in the book kept for the registry of such buildings, -
E 5] 9._33 gé and shall be certified and published in the manner prescrih-
EL gé;ﬁ €d in the cuse of the original registry of the disused build-
EHME ing '
. Hip ‘
=) ) L LR ; ' lla ' - n
g = ____® ?:E'Ei i (4) After such cancellation or substitution as aforesaid .
s sosony 4 Buneeny 5 mEEs & shall not be lawful to solemnize any marriage in such
Z 4 disused building, .unless the same shall be again registered
in the manner prescribed by section 10,. - - .. .
36 : ' ] A

3_
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Rectification
of errors.
156, 34 of 1046.)

Publication

- of lists of

registrars and
registered
buildings.

47, 84 of 1040.]

Prohibited
of

marrisge.

- Prohibited
degrees of
selationship.

Marriage of
persons
within prohi-
bited degrees
of relation-
ship an
offence.

13. The Registrar-General xﬁay"at any time correct or
cause-to be corrected any error in any entry made in the
book kept under section 10 for the registration of buildings.

14, The Registrar-General may from time to time publish
in the Gazette a list of the Registrars of Marriages in Sl“i

Lanka, with their names, the names of their divisio_ns;

offices, and stations, and olist of the buildings registered for

the solemnizaiion of marriages therein, and of which the .
registration has not been cancelled.

15. No marriage shall be valid, the male party to which
has not completed sixteen years -of age of the female
twelve, " if a daughter of European or Burgher parents,
fourteen years of age. ' .

16. No marriage shall be valid—

(n) where either party shall be directly descended from
. the other; or

(b) where the female shall be sister of. the male either
. by the full’ or the half-blood, or the daughter of
his brother or of his sister by the full or the half-
blood, or a descendant from either of them, or
daugkter of his wife by. another father, or his son’s
~.or- grandson’s or father’s.or grandfather’s: widow ;

or

(¢} where the male shall be brother of the female either
by the full or the half-blood, or the son of her
brother or sister by the full or the half-blood, or

-a descendant from either c¢ them, or the son of her

husband by another mother, or her deceased
davghter’s or granddaughter’s or mother’s or ‘grand-
mother’s husband. ’

17. Any marriage or' cohabitation between parties stand-
ding towards each other in any of the above-enumerated
degrees of relationship shall be deemed to be an offence, and’

,shall be punishable with '-imprispnng‘mt, simple or rigorous, -

for any period not exceeding one vear.

e
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"MARRIAGES (GENERALL)

[Beotion 10
()

Beotion 13.]

Forim B
CERTI}MICATE OF REGISTRY OF BUILDING FOR THE
SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES
No. of Certificate : ——. - ..
In pursuance of the application-and declaration made under
section 10 of the Marriage Registration Ordinance, I hereby certify
that the building, used as a place of public Christian worship,

described below, has been duly registered for the solemnization
of Imarriages.*

Situation Religious
. Denomi.
. ] . nation on
Desgerip- | Village or | Pattu, Korale, | District | Proprie- whoae
tion Street, and ' or other tora or | behalf the
Division of | Division of Trustees | Buildiug is
Town the District ) registered

|

Witness my hand at , this day of y 19—,

Registrar-General}

*In certificates of subastitution add: “‘in lien of the building registered
vunder certificate No, —— of the day of , 19——., which is
no longer used for the public worship of the congregation on whose
behalf it was registered*’.

Form C

1 do hereby declare that the under-mentioned building has
ceased to be used for public Christian worship of the congregation
on whose behalf it was registered.

Witness my hand at , this day of —-—-.-_, 18—,

_—
Minister, or Proprietor, or Trustee?

Situation '
Name of | Religious
X Pattu, . | Number | Proprié. | Denomi-
Descrip- { Village or | Korale, or | Dis- [and Date| toror | nation on
tion Street and other trict | of Certi- | Prustee whose
behalf

Division of | Division of | fioate of {in whoae
Town |the District Registry | name [rogistered
registered

t&p 112

.~ MARRIAGES (GENERAL)
18. No marriage shall be vnhd where either of the parties Beomd
thereto shall have contracted a. prior marriage which-shall ::t.h?u:m ]
_ : P O
not have been legally dissolved or declared void, g!rl::gg;:;mi-g-

19. (1) No marriage shall be dissolved during the lifetime

of the parties except by judgment of divorce a wvinculo
wmetrimonii pronounced in some- competent court.

(2) Such judgment shall be founded either on the ground
of adultery subsequent to marriage, or of malicious deser-
tion, or of incurable impotency at the time of such marriage.

(3) Every court in Sri Lanka having matrimonial ‘jurisdi-
tion is hereby declared competent to dxssolve a marnage on
any such ground.

20." (1) No suit or action shall lie in any court to compel
the solemnization of any marriage by reason of any promise
or contract of marriage, or by reason of the seduction of any
female, or by reason of any cause whatsoever. -

(2) No such promise, ‘or contract, or | seduction shall
vitiate any marriage duly solemnized and reg!stered uncrer
this Ordinance.

(3) Nothing herein -contained shall prevent any person
aggrieved frem suing for or recovering in any court dama-
ges which are lawfully recoverable for breach of promise
of marriage, for seduction, or for any other cause:

Provided that no action shall lie for the recovery of dama-
ges for breach of promise of marriage, unless such promise
of marriage shall have been made in writing.

*22. (1) (a) The. father of any person. under twenty-one

years of age; or

(b) if the father be dead or under legal incapa-

city, or in parts beyond Sri Lanka and’

. unable tc make known -his will, the
mother ; or. ~

*3ction 21 is repealed by Act No. 3 of 1870

7
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priorto &
marriage.

{4 11,34 of 1946.]

[§11, 94 of 19046.)

(c) if both father and-mother be dead or under.

legal incapacity, or in parts beyond Sri
T.anka and unable to make known their
will, the guardian or guardians appointed
nver the party so under age by the father,
or if the father be ‘dead or under legal
incapacity, by the mother of such party
or by a competent court,

shall have authority to give consent-to the mafriége of such
party, and such consent is hereby reauired for the said

marriage :

Provided that no such consent shall be ﬂvquu-ed in

the case of a widow or widower or a person. who shall have .

been previously married, and whose marriage shall have
been legally dlssolved

(2) if ther_e’ be n'o~persqn authorized as ‘aforesaid to give
consent, or if the person so authorized unreasonably with-

. holds or refuses his or her consent, the Judge of the Family
Court \mthm whqqe jurisdiction -the party so- under age

resides; may, upon the application of any party mterested
im:such marriage, and after summary inquiry; give consent

to the said marnage and such consent is herebv required
for the said marnage

23. In every case of marriage intended to be solemnized"

under the provisions of this Ordinance, the following
prel:mmanes shall be observed:—

ay If the parties to.an intended marriage have been both
resident in Sri Lanka for ten days, one of the parties shall
give notice to a registrar of the division in which they have
dwelt for .not less than ten days then next preceding or to
the District Registrar in whose district they have so dwelt.

' (2) 1f both parties have not dwelt in the same division

for ten days then next preceding, but in different divisions,

then each party shall give notice to a registrar of the divi-
sion in which he or she has dwelt for not less than ten days

next preceding the giving of such notice or to the District -

Registrar in whose district ‘he or she has so dwelt.

MARRIAGES (GENERAL) [Cap. 112

i?IRST SCHEDULE

Form A
APPLICATION BY MINISTER, OR PROPRIETOR, OR TRUSTER [Section 10
10 REGISTER A PLACE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP FOR (2).]

THE SOLEMNIZATION OF MARRIAGES, WITH
DECLARATION BY HOUSEHOLDERS

To the Registrar-General.

I, ———, Minister (or Proprietor, or Trustee) of the under-
mentmned huilding, certify that it is used as a place of public
Christian worship, and I hereby apply to have it registered for
the sridemnization of marriages.

Situation Religious
Denomination
Description I Diatrict on whose
P Village or Street: Patg::,g;z:a © behalf the
and Division of | pioigion of . Building is to
Town the District be registered
|+
L}
Witness my hand at , this day of , 19—,

Minister; or Proprietor, or "IfrﬁSte'e.

Declaration

We, the undersxgned householders residing in ———, in
the ———— of the District, hereby declare that we
intend to frequent the above- descnbed buxldmg as a place of
public Christian worshlp by

Dated at ————, this day of ———— 19—,

Countersigned by’ . Signed : ————n,

I’rop}ietor or Trustee. |

»

Signed | e, ' Householders,

*If application bo made under section 11, add: ‘“and that the popula-
tion in ths district is so sca.ttered that it is difficult to procure the
signatures of twenty householders™.

a3
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Proceedings
in gourts to
be exempt
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|68, 22 of 1985,

[§ 10 84 of 1048,]

1430, 34 of 1040.)

#52, 48,28
of 1978.]

to the fare that would be payable under any law (or the
time bei:ig in force in the area for a motor cab in respect
of a journey of the same length and duration, and if there
is no such law for the time being in force in that area, then
a sum calculated at such rate as may be prescribed.

63. All proceedings in a Court of Justice under this Ordi-
nance shall be exempt from stamp duty unless otherwise
specially provided.

64. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise
requires—

“ district” means administrative district ;

“District Registrar ” in any section (other than section 8
or section 9) in which any power, duty or function
of that officer is prescribed or referred to, includes
an Additional District Registrar ;

marnage means any marriage, save and except
marriages contracted under and by virtue of the
Kandyan Marriage Ordinance, 1870,* or the
Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act, and except

‘marriages contracted between persons professing
Islam ;

“ minister ” means any person ordained or set apart for
the ministry of the Christian religion according to
the customs, rules, ceremonies, or rites of the
church, denomination, or body to which such person
belongs ;

* prescribed ” means prescribed by rule made under
section 7;

" * Regisrar-General ” includes a Deputy Registrar-General.

*Repealed by Act No. 44 of 1052,

32,
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- [C'ap.‘lﬂlt

(3) If one of the partxes to an mtended marnage has not

been resident in Sri Lanka for ten days next immediately -
prece: hng the glvmg of notice, notice shall be given by the

other party who has been so residert to the registrar in
whose divisien or to the District Registrar in whose district
he has been re .1dent ten days next precedlng the giving of
cuch notice, '

(4) If neither:party hss been resri@nt for ten days in Sn

. Lanka, notice may be given to the registrar in whose divi-

. sion or to the District Registrar in whose district one of
the parties has Leen resident for not less than ‘four days.

(5) The notice given by one party under subsectmns 3)
or (4) shall be a sufficient notice of such intended ‘marriage,
£nd may be given in anticipation of the arrival of the other
party rfrom abvoad

-(1) Fvery such notice may be given to the registrar
.:t any place within his division, and shall -be in the form D
in the First Schedule, and shall. state— -

(a) thé name in full, race, age; professmn, cunl condxtmn -

and dwelling place of each oi the parties intending
marriage, and

(b) if the case be so; that the other party is absent from'

Sri Lanka or has not resided .for ten days .in ‘any
part of Sri Lanka (as the case may be), and also

(c) the name in full and rank or pre fession of the father
of each such party..

(?) Such notice shall also bear on its face or shall have
attached thereto the writlen consent of any person whose
consent is reqv:red bv law.

(3) The party giving the notice shall make and sign -or
subscribe a declaration in writing. in the body or at the
foot of such notice—

" (a) that he or she believes that there is no lmpediment
of kindred or alliance or other Iawful hmdrance to
the said murrisge,

{811, 84 0f1040.)

[§13, 84011940,

Form of .
notioe and
deolaration,

(82, 47 of 1947.}



MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

Publication
-of notioe.

(b) that he or she has for the space of ten clear days or-

other prescribed period immediately preceding the

giving of such notice dwelt within the division of -

th?i registrar to whom such notice shall be so given,
an . . . * .

(c) that the consent 'of the person or persons whose
consent is required by law Las been given,

0)) Every such notice and declaration shall be so signed
and subscribed in the presence of any one of the following

persons, hereafter called an attesting officer, namely—

(a) the registrar of the division, or
(b) a Justice of ‘the Peace, or

{c)‘ a notary, or’

(d) a minister,

and of two respectzble witnesses.

The witnesses shall be personally acquainted with the part_y-

glving the notice and (in the event of the party not being
known to the attesting officer) also with the attesting officer,
and shall sign the notice. The full niunes, rank or profession,

and place of abode of the witnesses shall be entered in the.

said notice. .

(5) At the foot of the notice and declaration the
aitesting officer shall make a certificate substantially as in
the final column of the form D in the First Schiadule.

(6) Fvery notice to a District Registrar under subsections
(1) of (2) and every notice under subsection (3) of section
23 shall bear a stamp of the value of ten rupees, and every
notice under smthsection-(4) thereof shall bear a stamp of
the vaiue of thirty rupees, The stamp shall be supplied by
the party givirg the uotice, - ' )

25. (1) Every registrar to whom notice of an intended
marriage is duly given as aforesaid sk:all forthwith enter in
the notice the date of its receipt and shall file and keep it
with the records of his office, and shall forthwith enter the
particulars of the nofice in a bock to be called - “The

Marriage Notice Book ", which shall be kept in the form E

10
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(¢} any registrar or minister who shall knowingly dis-
obey any direction of the law as to the way in
which he is to conduct himself, intending to cause
or knowing it to be likely to cause injury to any
person or to the Government,

shall be guilty of an offence, and punishable with impri:
sonment, simple or rigorous, for any term not exceeding
two years, or with a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees
or with both,

61. All notices, informations, declarations, certificates,
requisitions, returns, and other documents required or
authorized by this Ordinance to be delivered, sent, or given
to or by the Registrar-General, or a District Registrar, or
a registrar, or a minister, may be sent by post (according
to the prescribed rules of the Department of Posts)
either in a prepaid letter or free on State service,
and the date at which they would be delivered to
the person to whom they are sent in the ordinary course
of post shall be deemed to be the date at which they were
received ; and in proving such receipt it shall be suffi-
cient to prove that the letter was prepaid, or (if it be a
letter that might according to the rules of thie Department
of Posts be sent free on State service) sent free on State
service, and that it was properly addressed and put into
the post.

62. (1) Subject to the provisions of section 34 the fees
enumerated in the Second Schedule shall be payable by
and to the persons therein mentioned and for the duties
therein specified. In default of payment of such fee, the
person to whom it is payble shall, subject to the pres-
cribed rules, refuse, until payment, to perform the duty
for which such fee is payable.

(2) In addition to the fees payable under subsection (1),
whenever a registrar enters a notice of marriage or solem-
njzes a marriage at any place other than his office, there
shall be paid to him by the person requiring him to enter
such notice or solemnize such marriage as expenses incurred
by him in travelling from his residence to. such place and
returning from such place to his residence, a sum equal

31
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. 39. Any minister—

(a) by or before whorn, except in the case of a death-bed
marriage under section 40, shall he solemnized a
marriage before the delivery tn him of the certificate
or certificates required hy this Ordinance ; or

(b) who shall fail to enter duly in the marriage register
the statement of a marriage on the day in which it
was solemnized by him, or to transmit within seven
days from the date of the snlemnization of the
marriage the duplicate statement of the marriage to
the District Registrar ; or

(¢} who shall enter in the marriage register any marriage
not solemnized in agcordance with the provisions
of this Ordinance ; or

(d) who shall fail tc perform any act required of him by
this Ordinance ; or

(e) who shall perform any act forbidden or declared
unlawful by this Ordinance,

shall ‘be guilty of an offence punishable by a fine hot
exceeding one hundred rupees.

80. (a) Any person who shall knowingly and wilfully
solemnize or pretend to solemnize a marriage not
being legally competent to doso, or between parties
not legally competent to contract the same, or,
except in case of a death-bed marriage under sec-
tion 40, before the issue of the certificate or certi-
ficates required by this Ordinance, or in any place
or at any time ngt authorized by the provisions
of this Ordinance, or who shall knowingly and
wilfully solemnize a marriage declared to be not
valid or to be null and void by this Ordinance ; and

(b) any registrar who shall knowingly and wilfully issue
. a certificate before or after the expiration of the
prescribed period, or, if the marriage shall have
been forbidden or a caveat. entered. under this
Ordinance, before the disposal of such objection by

a competent court; and

80

' MARRIAGES (GENERAL)
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in the First Sehedule, and which shall be open at all re.
. -asonable times without fee.to the inspection of all persons -
- claiming to be interested in any entry therein. :

(2) The registrar skall cause a true copy under his hand
of the notice of marriage to be posted in some conspicuous
place in his office during twelve successive days after the

entry of such notice.

(3) 1f the parties to the intended, marriage ‘shall have
given notice to different registrars under subsection (2) of

section 23, each registrar shall also, upon .receipt of the ‘

notice, forward a certified copy thereof to thie other regis.
rar, and give a like copy to the party giving suctg notice. - ‘

'26. (1) At any time not less than twelve days (except
as provided in section 27), nor more than three months

- (except as provided in section 31) from the entry of ° the

notice, the registrar, or where notice hag been. given to two
registrars, each of them, or in any case referred to in

. section 28, the registrar nominated ‘in that behalf by the

Registrar-General or by the District Registrar, shall upon
application of the party given- such notice, and on receipt

.of the certiﬁ'ed copy of the notice, if any, given to the . other

registrar, issue a certificate substantially in the form F in
the First Scheule . ‘ R

Provided that in the meantime no lawful impediment to

tha issuing of such certificate be shown to the registrar, and

provided that the issuing of such certificate shall not have
been forbidden or a caveat entered in the manner here-

inafter provided, - ) :

(2) Every such- certifirate shaﬂ- staté—
(a) the day on whicl, it was entared,

(b) that the issue of the certificate has not been forbid-
den by any person lawfully empowered in that be-
half, and ‘ .

(c) 1hat the full period of twelve days has elapsed since
the entry of the notice, or where two notices have
_been given since the entry of both notices, or that

Tasue of
certifioate.

{5 2, 49 of 1944.)

- 81180001048

8 2, 40 of 1944.]

- the issue of the certificate has been authorized by

licence under section 27.

i1
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T of 27. (1) At any time after the entry of the notice, and

[§ 5, 41 of 1075.)

upon the productinn of 3 certified copy of ‘such notice, the -

Distric.t Registrar within whose_district such notice has
been glven or the registrar to whom notice has been given,
Inay lssue, subject to the provisions of subsection ), a

licence under his hand substantially in form G in the First -

Schedule authorizing the District Registrar or the registrar
!o whom notice has been given or, in any case referred to
m section 28 such other registrar as he may specify in the
licence, to issue the certificate under section 26,if in the
meantime no lawful ‘1pediment to the issue of sich certi-

ficate is shown to the satisfaction of such registrar or if

_the issue of such certificate Has'not been forbidden or a

caveat enterec_;l in the manner hereinafter provided,

(2) Where the parties to the intended mai-riage have .

given notice . to two registrars under subsection (2) of
section 23, the District Registrar within whose district gne

" or both of such notices have been given or either of the

iwo registrars 10 whom notice has teen given, may issue,
upon the production of a certified copy of ‘each such notice,

and subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this .

secﬁo_n, a licence tc each of the registrars, or, in any case
referred to in section 28, to siich other registrar as may be

specified therein, and such licence shall be substantially in -

the form H: in the First Schedule.

(3.) ‘Before ?ch.e issue of such 'liceﬂce- one of the parties to
the intended: marriage shall appear personally before ‘the

District Registrar or the registrar, or where notice has been -

given to two registrars, before either of those two registrars
and make and subscribe a’ written declaration that—

(a) he or'she believes that there is not any impediment
of kindred or alliance, or of any other lawful cause,
or other lawful hindrance, to the said marriage;

(b) that the consent of any ‘person or persons whose
consent is required has been ‘obtaintd ; and

(c) that the issue of the certificate has not been forbid-

den, nor any caveat entered, nor any suit is pending

in any court to bar or hinder the said marriage.

12
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56, Every person having the custody of any book -or
document made under this Ordinance, or certified copy
of -such book or document or of any part thereof, who
shall careless!ly lose or injure the same, or carelessly
allow the same'to be injured while in his keeping,
shall he guilty of an offence punishable with a fine
not eaceeding one hundred rupees, or with simple or
rigorous imprisonment for a term not exceeding three
months or with both such fine and such imprisonment.

57. Every person whe—

(a) shall, save as provided in section 54, knowingly and
wilfully tear, deface, destroy, or injure any notice,
certificate, declaration, book, or any document
whatscever kept under this Ordinance, or under
any enactment previously in force, or any part of

such document or of certified eopy thereof or of

‘part thereof ; or
(b) shall knowingly and wifully insert therein any false
entry of any matter relating to any marriage or
intended marriage ; or
. : . |
(c) shall sign or issue any false certificate relating there-
to; or '
: l
"(d) shall certify any writing Fo be a copy or extract of
any such book or document, knowing such book or
document to be false in any particular,

shall be guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment,
simple or rigorous, for a term not exceeding seven years, and
with a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees,

58. Every registrar who without reasonable cause refuses
or omits to register a marriage, or to accept or enter a
notice of marriage, or any particulars concerning which in-
formation has been tendered to him, and which he ought to
accept and enter, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding one
hundred rupees. ) ‘

20
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53. In every case in which a régist_rar shall cease to
held. office, all the books, documents, papers, and other
articles in his possession as such registrar shall be delivered
by him or by his legal representative as soon as conveniently

‘may be, with a list thereof to the District Registrar who

shall carefully arrange and preserve them in his office, save
and except the incotflpiete books which were in actual use
by the registrar at the time he ceased to hold office, and
which shall be delivered by the District Registrar to the
successor in office of the registrar, .

54. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this

" Ordinance, any District Registrar may cause any of the

iollowmg documents, that is"to say—-

(1) lany notice referred to in section 23,

12) any marriage notice book referred to in section 25,
(3) any certificate referred to in section 26,

(4) any licence or declaration referred to in section 27,

(5) any application cr licence referred to in section 38,

which IS forwarded or delivered to him in accordance with
the piovisions of this Ordinance, to be destroyed after a
period of ten years from the date on which the document
was reeeived by him.,

55. If any person being, by wvirtue of his office as
regisivar or otherwise, in possession: of books, documents,
papers, and other articles specified in section 53, shall fail,
neglect or refuse to deliver them to the District Registrar,
‘he shall be guilty of an offence punishable with simple or
ngorous lmnnsonment for any term not ‘'exceeding two
years, or, with ﬁne not exceeding one thousand rupees, or
with both.

28
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(4) Where the declaration is made before the District
Registrar it shall bear stamps to the value of thirty rupees
to be supplied .by the party making the declaration and
where the declaration is made before the registrar of a
division it shall be accompanied by a receipt issued by the
District Registrar in proof of payment of a sum ‘of thirty
rupees.

(5) The registrar to whom the licence is Issued shall,
upon the receipt thereof, issue his certificate, and every
such certificate shall state the particulars set forth in the
notice and the day on which it was entered, and that the
issue of the certificate has been authorized by the licence
of the District Registrar or the reglstrar '

28. (1) Where by v1rtue of any Notification wunder
seciion 5, any area which is situated within any registration
division (hereinafter referred to as the “old division™)
becomes, with effect from a date specified in that Notifica-

tion, a separate division or a part of any other existing i

division (hereinafter referred to as the “new division ”),
and where, ‘before that date, notice of an intended marriage
is ‘given by a party resident within that- area; but the
certificate under section 26 is not issued before’ that date
or the marriage is not soleminized before that date, then,
notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance, that certificate
may be issued, or that marriage may be solemnized, and
any other act required by this Ordinance to be done in that

7 connection by a registrar of the old 'division may'be done,

by a registrar of the old division or of the new division
nominated in that béhalf by the District Registrar within
whose district that area is situdted ; and every such regis-
trar shall comply with such directions as may be given to
him by the District Registrar. '

(2) The proviriors of subsection (!) shall apply in every
case where one registration division is amalgan.ated with
another registration division to form a new division in like
manner as those provisions apply to 3 case where an area

"within any registration division becomes a separate divi-

sion or a part of any other existing division.

13
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.29, Every person whose consent to a marriage is
;rgquiréd by law may forbid the issue of the registrar’s
certificate by signing and subscribing, in the presence of

‘the registrar and of two credﬂ_)le witnesses, who shall be

personally acquainted with the person forbidding, and shall
ke known to the registrar or be resident within his juris-
diction, and by delivizring to him a notice in writing in
the form I in the First Schedule. with his or her name,
place of.akinde, and the capacity in which he or she forbids
the marriage. '

30. (1) Any person may at any time before the issue
of the certificate enter a caveat against its issue, Such
caveat shall be'in the form J in the First Schedule.

(2). The caveai shall contain a statement of the name and
residence of the caveator, the names and residences. of the
parties to whose marriage he objects, and the grounds on
which he objects to the marriage, and shall be written on
raper bearing a stamp of ten rupees, and shall be signed in
.the presence .7 the rzgistiar.and of *wo credible witnesses
(who shall be pcrsonally scquainterd with the caveator, and
shall be known to *he 1egistrar or e résident within his
iurisdiction), and shall be delivered to the said registrar.

31. (1) In the event of a marriage be'ng forbidden or
of a caveat being entered. as aforesaid, the registrar shall
refuse to issue the certificate, and shall forthwith make
veport of the objection to the Judge of the Family Court
cf the distriet within which his division is situ?.ted. Such
report chall be in the form K in ‘Y~ First Schedule, and
shall be accompanied by a copy of the notice of marriage

and of the notice forbidding the marriage or of the caveat .

entered. ’ :

(2) The Judge of the Family Court shall thereon proceed
to  make summary inguiry. (in which - the person
forbidding the marriage or entering the caveat shall be

respondent) into the grounds of objection to the marriage,

and shall ordey the ceruficate torissue or not to issue as shall
appear to him just, and he shall have power, if it be proved
- - . 14 ’ .
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(3) As each book of registers is completed by a regis-
trar, he shall ferward it, with all connected books, docu-
meénts, and papers,. to the District Registrar, who shall
praseérve them in his office.

" 50. (1) The forms in th First Schedule to this Ordinance,
or forms resembling the same, shall he used in ail cases
in wiich they are applicable, and when so used shall be
valid in law. ‘ T

(2) The Minister, by rule made under section 7, may
alter irom time to time all or any of the forms contained
in the First Schedule to this Ordinance, or in any rule
made thereunder, in such manner as may appear to him
best for carrying into effect this Ordinance, or may pres-
cribed new forms for that purpose, -

- {3) Evéry form when altered in purs,uancé of this section
shall have the same effect as if it had been contained in ihe
First Schedule to this Ordinance. L

L. (1) Any person shall be entitled, on makinga written
application to the Registrar-General, District Registrar, or
registrar, and under such conditions and on the payment of
such fees as shall be preccribed by the Minister, to refer
to any book or document in ihe possession of such Registrar-
Gzaneral, District Registrar, or registrar, and kept under this
Ordinance or under any enactment heretofore enacted
relating to the registration of marriages, and to demand, on
payment of such fees as the Minister may prescribe, a certi-
fied copy of or extract from every entry in such book or
document. ‘ '

(Z) The applicant shall supply in respéct of every written
application and in respect of every certified copy or certified
extraet thereof a stamp or stamps of such value as may from

-tiroe to time be prescribed.

32. Such topy or extract if purporting to be made under
the hand of the Registrar-General or the District Registrar
or an Additional District Registrar or under the hand of
the registrar ‘or the third copy issued under section 35a
shall be received as prica facie evidence of the matter to
which it relates, without any further of other proof of such
entry. : :

o7
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party or of the issue of the marriage or of any of them,
in such manrner as the said court shall think fit for- the
purpose of preventing the offending party from deriving
any interest in any real or personal *estate or pecumary
benefit from_such marriage.

(3) If both the co,ntractmg parties shall in the judgment
oi the court be guilty of any such offence as aforesaid, it
shall be lawful for the court to seiile and secure such
property or any part thereof immediately for the benefit
of the issue of such marnage, subject to such provision for
the offending party by way of maintenance or otharwise as
the court may thlnk fit.

" (%) The order of the Family Court shall be subject to
appeal to the Court of Appeal

an

48 All agreements, settlements and.deeds entered into
or exccuted hy the parties to any such marriage in con-
teraplation of, or before, ar after, or in relation to, such
marriage shall be" absolutely void, and have no force or
effect so far as the same shall be inconsistent with - the
provisions of the secunty and settlement made by the
court as aforesaid..

49. (1) The Registrar-General, District Registrars, regis-

trars, and ministers, shall keep books for the purposes of -

this Ordinance, in such form as is prescnbed by or undar

this Ordmance and shall carefully preserve such books,-

and shall at no time allow such books or other documents
kent under this Ordinance to remain out of their possession,
except in obedience to an order of a competent court, or
except as provided in this Ordmance or by any rules made
thereunder.

(2) Every registrar and every minister of a registered
place of worship shall, when called upon by the Registrar-
General or by the District Registrar within whose district
such registrar's division or such registered place of worship

is situated, produce for inspection all 'books, documents, _

and papers kept under this Ordinance which are in his
‘possession as such registrar or mmlsfer

26
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to his satisfaction in the course of the inquiry that the
marriage was forbidden or caveat entered by such person

- on frivolous or vexatious grounds, to impose on him a fine

not exceeding cne thousand rupees.

(3) The order of the Judge of the Family Court shall be
subject to appeal to the Court of Appeal.

i4) A dppy of the order of the Judge of the Family Court,
or of the Court of Appeal, certified under the hand of the
Judge of the Family Court, shall be forwarded by him to

the registrar, who shall thereon issue or.refuse to issue the

~ certificate as such~order shall direct.

(5) The time taken up in disposing as aforesaid of the
objection to the marriage shall not be takeninto account
in the calculation of the period of three months under sec-
tion 26 or’section 39.

32. (1) Where a marriage is intended to be solemnized
in the United Kingdom bketween a British subject there
resident and a British subject resident i in Sri Lanka, a notice
may be given, a declaraunn may be made, and a certificate

. of notice of rharriage may be issued in Sri Lanksa for the

rpurpose of the said marriage by the registrar in the like
manner as if the marriage was to be solemnized in Sri
Lanika,

(2) Where a marr1ag== is intended to be solemnized in
Sri Lanka between a British subject resident in the United

- Kingdom and a British suhject resident in Sri Lanka, a certi-

ficate for marriage issued in England and Wales by a
superintendent registrar or in Scotland or Nothern Ireland
Ly a registrar, or a certificate of proclamation of banns in
Scotland, shall, for the purpose of the said marriage, have
the same effect as a certificate of notice of marriage issued
under section 26, and in ahy such case, on the production
of the said cerlificate, a marriage may be solemnized in
pursuance of the section; 33 without any of the preliminaries
prescnbed by the above sections.

,{3). For the purposes of this section. the expression
“ ‘certificate for marriage ” in reference to. certificates issued
in Scotland shall mean a certificate of due pubhcatmn of
notice of intention to marry. ~

15
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-(4) The provisions of section 39 shall not apply to a
notice’ given for the purpose of a- marnage referred to in
subsection (1) of this seetion.

33. On the production of the certificate of the registrar,
or, where notice has heen given to two registrars, on the
production of a certificate from each of the registrars, to a
minister, or to a registrar (to whom either or both the par-
ties shall have given notice, or, in any case referred to in
section 28, who may be nominated in that behalf by the
District Registrar), it shall be lawful for a marriage to be
solemnized between the said parties—

{a) by or in the presence of the minister in a registered
place of worship or other authorized place, or

(b) by the reglstrar in his oi’ﬁce, station, or other autho-
_— med place :

Provided that- there .be no lawful” impediment to the
marriage.

34. (1) A marriage in a registered place of worship shall
be solemnizéd by or in the presence of the minister of such
building or a minister thereto ,authériz.eq' by l*lm, with open
doors, between six .o'clock in the morning and six o'clock
in the afterrocn in the presénce of two or more credible
withnesses, and according to the rules, customs, rites, and

ceremonies of the church, denommatmr\ or body to whxch

such minister belongs.

(2) Immediately after the solemnization of a marriage

the minister shall enter in duplicate, in a book to be kept

for that purpose, a statement of the particulars of the
marriage in the form L m the First Schedule- Every such,

entry shall be numbered consecutively,
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45. (a) Any person who shall knowingly or wilfully
make any false declaration or sign any false
notice required by this Ordinance for the pur-
pose of . procuring the reg1stratlon of any
marriage, and

(b) every person who shall forbid the granting by

any registrar of a certificate for marriage by -

falsely representing himself or herself to be
person whose consent to such marriage is
required by law, knowmg such representation
to be false,

shall be guilty of the offence of giving false evidence under

Chapter XI of the Penal Code, and be liable to the penalties

therein prescribed.

46. If both the parties to any marriage shall knowingly
and wilfully intermarry under the provisions of this Ordi-
nance in any place other than that prescribed by this
Ordinance, or under a false name or names, or except in
cases of death-bed marriages: .under. section 40, without
certificate of notice duly issued,-_or shall knowingly or, wil-

fully consent to or ‘acquiesce in the solemnizaiion of the’

marriage by a person who is not authorized to solemnize
the marriage, and mariage of such parties shall be null
and void.

4

(l) I any vahd marriage shall be had under this

Ovdmnnce by means of any wilfully false notice, certificate,
or declaration made by either party to such marriage as to-

any matter to which a notice, certificate, or declaration is
reauired, it shall 'be competent for the propetr Family
Court to inquire therein, npon the application of either of
the parties, or, if the marriage shall have been had without
the consent of the person whose consent was by law
required, uoon thi lapplication'of such person or of the

Attomey&GogleraI.

(2) After due inquiry the court may order and direct
that all estate and interest in an, property accruing
to the offending party by the for&of such, marriage
shall be forfeited, and shall be Tsecured under the
direction . of the court for the bencfit of the innocent

%
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g2, After any marriage shall have been registered under

this Ordinance it shall not be necessary, in support of such
marriage, to give any proof of thé actual dwelling or of the
period of dwelling of either of the parties previous to the
marriage within the division stated in any notice of
marriage to be the plage of his or her residence, or of the
consent to any marriage having been given by. any person

whose consent thereto was required by law, or that the

place or hour of marriage was the place or hour prescribed
by this Ordinance, nor shall dny evidence be given to prove
the contrary in any suit or legal proceedmgs touching the
validity of such marnage

43. (1) Where a marriage has been heretofore contracted
or shall hereafter he contracted which, without fault of the
parties thereto, may have been omitted to be registered,
or may have been erroneously registered, either of the said
parties, or in the case of his or her death 1_:he issue or other

“lawful representative of such party, may apply to the

Famil Court having jurisdiction over the division where the
marrlage was contracted to have such marnage duly regis-
tered, or “the erro-:eous regxstratmn amended

" (2) The court, after due notice to the Reglstrar-General
and the regisirar or minister before whom the marriage
was contracted, and to such other parties as the court shall
deem expedient, and after hearing such evidence as may

be proauced before it or as it may think fit to call, shall, if

it be satisfied that such marriage has been duly contracted
and not reg{stered, or not correctly registered, without fault
of the parties thereio, order the marriage to be correctly
registered.

(3) The Registrar—General shall thereupon cause the

marriage to be correctly registéred according to the direc-

tions of the court,

44. Any cler.cal error which may from time to time be -
- discovered in a marriaze register may, after due inquiry, be

corrected by any- person authorized in that behalf by the
Reg&strar-Gereral subject to the rules made - under the
provisions of ‘this Ordinance.
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(3) The statement shall be sxgned by the mmlster by the
parties to the marriage, and by two respectable witnesses
who shall have béeen present at the solemnization thereof,
and who shall be personally acquainted with the parties and
(in the event of the parties not being known to the minister)
dlso with the minister, and whose full names, rank or
profession, and placeé; of residence shall be added to the
statement by the minister.

(4) The minister shall see that the particulars entered in
the book regarding the names; race, civil condition, age,
profession or occupation, and residence of the parties to the
marriage correspond with the - particulars given in  the
registrar’s certificate, and that the-parties and w1tnessez.
sign their names legibly. If any party or witness signs
illegibly, or affixes a mark or cross, the minister shall write
the name of such party or witness immediately over such

signature or mark, with the words * This is, the signature .

of...... ", or “This is the mark of........", immediately
precedmg such name. i ‘

(3) The minister -:ha.ll within seven days from the date
of the solemnization of the marriage, separate from the
register book the duplicate statement of the marriage and
transmit the same to the District Registrar within whose
district the marriage was solemnized together with stamps
of a value equal to the amount of the fee payable to such

-Registrar for the registration of such marriage.

(6) The District Registrar shall, upon feceipt of the
minister’s duplicate statement, together with the stamps
equal in value to the amount of the fee payable to such
registrar for the registration of the marriage, forthwith

‘send to the minister an acknowledgment of the same and

enter or cause to be entered the particulars thereof or of
the copy prepared under section 37(2) in triplicate, that is
to say, the original, the second copy (hereinafter refered

to as the “ duplicate ), and. a third copy in a marriage

register book to be kept by him, in the form.M in the First
Schedule, and shall certify that the particulars have heen

obtained from the minister’s statement, and shall carefully

preserve the said minister's statement until despatchéd to

17
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~ the Registrar-General as in section 37 provided. The third

- copy shall bear an' endorsement under the hand of the
District Registrar to the effect that it is issued under section

- 35a. . ) : .

(7) No minister shall be compelled to solemnize a

_ marriage between persons either of whom shall not be a
member of the church, denomination, or body: to which such

minister belongs, nor otherwise than according to the fuleS,_
customs, rites, and ceremonies of such church, denoming- :

tion, or body.

(8) A Minister shall refuse to solemnize a marriage -until
the parties thereto have paid to him, for transmission to
the District Registrar, the fee payable to such Registrar for
the registration of .the marriage.

35. (1) A marriage in the presence of the registrar shall, .

except as’ hereinafter provided, be solemnized between the
parties at his office or station with open doors, and between
the hours of six o'clock in the morning and six o'clock in
the afternoon, and in the presence of two or more I;éspect-

able witnesses, and in the following manner : --.

(2) The registrar shall-address the parties to the following
effect :— e '

“Be it known unto you, A.B. and _C.D.,".thét by the

public reception of each other as man and wife in my
presence, and the subsequent attestation thereof by

_signing your name to that effect in the registry book, you

MARRIAGES (GENERAL)

(3) Within twenty-four hours of such solemnization the’
minister shall send to the District Registrar the duplicate
of such entry and certificate. . ’

(4) The District Registrai shall, upon receipt of.sﬁch
duplicate and certificate, forward ‘an’ acknowle‘dgmgnt of
the same to the minister, and shall cause a copy of thé same

-1o be posted for twenty-one days in a conspicuous place in -

his own office and in the office of the registrar within whose
division the marriage wag solemnized. .

(5) - On the expiry of twenty-one days from the date of
the first posting of the copy as aforesaid by the District
Registrar, he shalj enter thé.marriage in the marriage regis- -
ter book: kept by him under sectibn 34 : .

Provided that no caveat shall have been lodged or'other
proceedings taken by way of prohibition under sections 29 .
and 30, and on.the registration of such marriage it shall be
deemed to be valid and effectugl for all purposes as if the
same* had been Solemnized by or in the presence of the
minister upon a certificate issued by the Lproper regisfrar
and the requirements of section 34, subsections (2), (3),
(4), (5) and (6), had been complied with.- ‘

(6) In the éven,t of any caveat being entered or proceed-
ings being taken by way of prohibition under sections 29 and
36, the District Registrar shall not register the marriage
till the order of the Family Court or of the Court of -Appeal
is made under section 31. ,

41. (1) The entry made by the registrar in his marriage Entry made
register book under sections 34, 35, and 40 shall constitute i mﬁ;f
the registration of the marriage, and shall be the best evi- ﬁf:?:,;ah:,.,,

dence thereof before all courts and in all proceedings jn °f mariage.
which it may be necessary to give _evidence of the marriage.

becomne legally married to each other, although no otker
rite’ of a civil or religious nature shall take place : and
know ye farther that the marriage now intended to be

" contracted cannot be dissolved.during your lifetime except

" by a valid: judgment of divorce, and that if either of you
before the death of the other shall contract another
marriage before the former marriage is thus legally
dissolved you will be guilty of bigamy and be liable to
the penal‘ies attached to that offence”. .

(2) The copy substituted under section 37 (2) for the lost
duplicate entry of a registrar shall for the purposes of this
section be deemed an originzl entry made by the registrar.

18 23
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(3) Upon application by one of the parties to the propo-
sed murriage or by the minister by or before whom it is

intended to be solemnized to the District Registrar within

whose district the marriageis to be solemnized,
“he District Registrar may issue a licence to the minister
for the solemnization of the marriage at such place and at
such hour as the parties may prefer :

‘Provided that in every other respect the Trequirements
of this Ordinance shall be fully complied with, and provi-

ded further that the réquirements of cection 34, subsections

(2), (3), (9, (5) and (6), shall apply to marriages solem-
nized hereunder. :

39. Whenever a marriage shall not be had within three

. months, except as _provided in section 31 (5), after the

notice thereof shall have been entered by the registrar, or;
if nctices have been given to and entered by two registrars,
after the earlier notice shall have becn entered, the notice
and any licence or certificate which may have been granted
thereupon, and" all other proceedings thereupon, shall .be
utterly void ; and no such marriage shall be. solemnized or
registered until new notice shall have been given and
certificate thereofsissued in the prescribed manner. )

40. (1) It shall be competent for a minister to solemnize

-without the preliminaries required by this Ordinance, at

any convenient place; a marriage between parties of whom
one is believed to be on the point of death :

Provided that such petson is of sound mind, memory, and
understanding. i

(2) The minister shalli immedia* !y enter a statement nf
the particulars of the marriage in th= book and in the man-
ner prescribed by section 34, and shall at the foot of such
entry, which shall be made in duplicate, make a certificate
signed by himself and the witnesses to the solemnization,
which certificate shall be substantially to this effect—

¥We certify that A.B., one of the parties to the above

marriage, iz to the best of our knowledge and belief at

the point of death, but of souni mind, memory, ‘and
understanding 7. : )
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.(3) Each of the parties shall then make in the presence
of the registrar and witness the following declaration : —

“I do solemnly declérg that I know not of any lawful
impediment why I, 4. B., may not be joined in matrimony
to C.D.,, here present ”, '

and each party shall say to the other:

“I call upon all persons here present to witness -that I,
A.B., do take the C.D., to be my lawiful wedded wife
(or husband)”. -

(4) If either of the parties be. deaf or dumb as well as
unable to write, the declartion and statement shall be
interpreted to him or her, and his or her assent obtained by
whatever means of communication are commonly- used by
him or her, and the registrar shall take special care.to

“satisfy himself that the party understands, assents to, and
adopts the declaration and statement. : :

(5) The redistrar shall then enter in triplicate, that is to

 say, the original, the second copy ' (hereinafter referred to

as the “duplicate”) and a. third: copy, a statement of the
particilars of the marriage in his marriage register book

in the form M in the First Schedule, and shall ‘cause the

eniry to be signed by the parties and witnessess, and him-
self sign it ‘in the manner prescribed in regard to a
marriage solemnized by a minister. The third copy shall
vear-an’ endnrszment under the hand of the registrar to th-
affect tnat it is issued under section 35a.

(6) 'Every such entry shall be numbered co;asecutively.

35a. The third copy referred-to in the preceding section
shall forthwith, free of charge, be delivered or transmitted

by post to the female party to the marriage by the District

Registrar or the registrar.

~ 36. (1) Where a minister of any Christian church or per- -
suasion reads or celebrates in a registerc:? place of worship

any marriage service or ceremony at the request of the
parties to any msrriage which has previously been solem-
nized by a registrar, such reading or celebratior.l shall not—

(@) be deemed to suversede or to affect in any way the

marriage previously solemnized as aforesaid ; or

19
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(b)-be entered as a marriage in the register book kept

. bytheministerunde;section%'

(2) No religious service or ceremony shall be read or
celebrated at the office or station of a registrar in connexion
with the solemnization of any marriage by the registrar.

3. (1) The duplicates of entries made by the registrar
uudersecﬁon%shallbesepemted&omthebookbyhim

regard tg the trahmnigsion of the duplicate entry.

(2) Where ga duplicate of an entry in a marriage
register made. under section ‘34 or_section 35 or section 40
is lost. damaged, has become illegible or is in danger .of
‘becoming illegible, the Registrar-General may, after such

‘Inquiry as he may ¢consider Recessary, cause such duplicate

to be replaced by a copy of the original entry, certified by
the District Reqistrar or, if the original entry is in the

custody of the registrar or the minister, certified by such

Pyeserved in the -ofice of the Régistrar-Genera‘,‘ under
subsection (1), - '

(3) Where an original of an ent in a inar;iage régister

made underkectiqn 34 or section 35 or section 40 is lost,

damaged, has become _i]legiblg or is in danger -or becoming
illecible. and the duplicate is available, ' the Ragistrar-

- General may, after such inouiry as he may congidar nenes.

sary, cause to be substituted therefor a copy of the duph-

cate certified by him to have been made after verification

with the duplicate and to be g true copy of the du-lizate,

2(:
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Suchcopyshaﬂrephceﬂxegtogegaid{oﬁglnalotﬂ:emgiu-
tration entry and shall, for all purposes, be deemed to be
the original of the regisiration entry which was lost,

- damaged, had become illegible or was in danger of becom-

ing illegible, as the case may be. S

(4) Where both the original and the -dupligate of an
entrv in a marriage register made under section 34 or:
section 35 or section 40 are lost, damaged, have become
illegible or are in danger of becoming illegible, t.be provi-
sions- of section 13 of the Births and Deaths Regzstratmn
relation to the substitution of copies of such original and
Act shall, mutatis mutandis, apply to and in

duplicate. Such copies shall, ior all purposes, be deemed to .
"be the original of the marriage registration entry and the

dupiicate, respectively.

38. (1) In case the female party to an intended marriage -

belongs to a class of people to whose custqms it is contrgr_y
to require their females to appear in public before wedlock,

‘it-shall be lawful for the District Registar, if he is satisfied

after such inquiry - as he may deem. ‘necessary that such
female party has at all times observed and continues to
observe the customs of that class with regard to such -ap-
pearance. in’ public, to issue a licence empowering a regis-

5 5, 41 of 1975.)
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trar to solemnize the marriage at such place and hour as -

the parties may prefer, and as may be named in the licence :

Piovided that the requirements of. this Ordinance in all
other respects than the place and hour of ‘marriage shall

" be fully complied with. -

(2) In case the female party belongs to a class other than
that described in the preceding subsection, or is, in the

‘opinion of the District Registrar, not entitled to the benefits -

of that subsection, it shall be lawful for the District Regis-

trar, upon the application of one.of the parties to the inten-
" ded marriage, and which application shall bear a stamp. of
the value of thirty rupees, to issue a licence empowering a

registrar to sulemnize the man'-ia'ger at such place and hour
as the parties may prefer, = and as may be named in the

licence : . . . B

Provided that in évery other respgct than th.e place and
hour of marriage the requirements of this Ordinance shall
be fully complied with.-
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